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Abstract
This paper was written to look back upon the history when the green primary schools in
central Taiwan put the project into effect and to realize what problems there could be. Coming
from twelve schools, fifteen people involved in the project were interviewed. Here are their
viewpoints:
1. The common problems were:
a. Funds were not easily raised.
b. Leaders who undertook the project forward were overloaded with work .
c. Tasks were not well assigned.
d. Teachers and supervisors did not coordinate well.
e. Activities followed one by one, taking too much time to record and submit reports.
2. The common ways to solve the problems listed above are:
a. Budgets should be used well. A penny earned is a penny saved.
b. Plans should be made in advance and then tasks should be finished step by step.
c. More communication is needed to get a conclusion accepted by both sides.
d. Teamwork counts. Be willing to give a helping hand.
e. To promote the environmental literacy of the principle in elementary schools.
The researcher would like to give some suggestions as below.
1. To those who take charge in pushing the subject forward:
Be effective and competent in planning, communicating, coordinating, and teaching. To
achieve the goals, encourage the teachers and students to work together on the project and
find out the best solutions to solve the problems.
2. To the Head Office of Taiwan Greenschool:
More and more schools join and try to become green schools; therefore, various kinds of
activities need to be held for these schools to share thoughts, exchange ideas. Help these

green schools to form regional alliances.
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Students' ideas about decay and their interpretation of a decay
picture storybook
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate students  conceptual patterns regard to ‘decay’
and their interpretation of a picture storybook about ‘decay” after reading it. Subjects were 20
5th graders of two classes in certain primary school in central Taiwan. Qualitative research
method was used. The Students’ Ideas about Decay Task was developed by a group of science
educators and primary teachers. The construct and content validity of the task were established
through the expert opinion of a group of science teachers, science educators, and ecologists. The
semi-structured interview task was used to interview students before reading, after reading, and
one month after reading a decay storybook. All interviews were audio taped for subsequent
analysis about students’ conceptual patterns regard to “decay  and their interpretation of a
picture storybook about “decay” . Interview data were coded and analyzed by researcher and
two graduate students independently, and an inter-rater reliability of 92% was achieved. Results
showed that students who belonged to * being eaten by animals” pattern focused on the words or
pictures about “eat” or “food.” They thought being eaten by animals was the reason of decay.
Students who belonged to “the influence of physical factors” pattern focused on the words or
pictures about the surrounding of the decay. They thought “rain” and “snow” caused decay.
Some students never noticed the interpretation of decay in the picture storybook. These students
tended to focus on the story not on the concept in the picture storybook. Recommendations were

made for science education research and practice.

Key words: Biological decay, Conception, Picture storybook, Interpretation
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