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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to illustrate the significance and implications of the ethics
in educational research for the disadvantaged by applying critical ethnography methodology.
The research attempts to place the modes of ethical considerations in the context of educational
research for the disadvantaged through macro and micro examination. As a result, the researcher
came up with an adapted figure, titled “The Ethical Horizon in Educational Research for the
Disadvantaged”. Analyzing McLaren’s masterpiece “Schooling as a Ritual Performance: towards
a Political Economy of Educational Symbols and Gestures” by examining the application of
critical ethnography methodology, several reflections gradually emerges in the study. Finally, the
meaning of educational research for the disadvantaged is enriched and the spirit of science fully

enshrined by the accomplishment of win-win ethical decisions.

Key words: Critical Ethnography, the Ethical Horizon in Educational Research for the

Disadvantaged, Win-win Ethical Decisions.
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Relationships of Attachment Relationships, Self-concept, and Life
Adjustment among Students in Taiwan
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Abstract

This study applied methods of meta-analysis and structural equation modeling to inquire
and compare the correlation magnitudes and relationships of attachment relationships, self-
concept, and life adjustment among students in primary and secondary schools. Based on 63
studies from 1979 to 2011, the meta-analyses showed positive correlations between attachment
relationships and self-concept ( » = .44), positive correlations between attachment relationships
and life adjustment ( » = .46), and positive correlations between self-concept and life adjustment
( r =.66). Moreover, school level variable and student type variable were not significant
moderators. Finally, the results of path analyses indicated attachment relationships had direct and
indirect positive effects through self-concept on life adjustment among students. According to

results, suggestions for researchers and policymakers were indicated in the end.

Key words: Life Adjustment, Self-Concept, Attachment Relationships.
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Abstract

Following the coming of fewer-children trend, internal marketing is a useful tool to make
preschool better. The internal marketing concept was first proposed in the mid 1970s as a way of
achieving service quality. The organization must have satisfied employees and treated employees
as customers by internal marketing strategies. This study aims to construct internal marketing
indicators of preschools in Taiwan. The Delphi technique was used. Data were collected from
31 specialists who work in universities, colleges, and preschools. After completing three times
of Delphi techniques arrangement, the study has established six main components of preschool
internal marketing, 49 internal marketing indicators. The six main dimensions of preschool
internal marketing terms: management support, working condition, organization atmosphere,
education training, motivation, empowerment. Results indicated that governments and preschool
managers can use six dimensions and 49 indicators as a reference when making policy or

management decisions.

Key words: Internal Marketing, Preschool, Indicators.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand two two-year-old children’s experience of
family-preschool transition, taking the mesosystem concept of Bronfenbrenner’s ecological
systems theory. Participant observation method was used to tap into the complicated
interconnected networks among child, family, and preschool over a 3-month period. Data
collected from field observations, interviews, and documents were analyzed with thematic
analysis method. The results supported most of ecological systems theory’s mesosystem
concepts, including multisetting participation, intersetting knowledge, child’s active participation,
compatible role demands, goal consensus, balance of power, and supportive links, and the power

of the interconnectedness of the child-family-preschool network..

Key words: Ecological Systems Theory, Ecological Transitions, Mesosystem, Family-Preschool

Interaction.
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Abstract

Equity in education has long been a focus of attention. Recently, quite a few important
policies on early childhood education were generated to promote fairness of early childhood
education. The purpose of this study was to examine the supportive education programs for five-
years-old children according to the proposed equity in education. The research methods included
both questionnaires and interviews, 602 questionnaires were return with valid responses,
and 6 preschool educators interviewed. Results were obtained as follows: 1. The goals and
implementation of the supportive education programs for five-years-old children were in line
with the equity of education. 2. Opportunities of enrollment are nearly equal for all five-years-
old children nationwide. 3. Educators in the public preschools are higher in academic degree
than those in the private preschools; and teachers who served in preschools in the remote areas
received higher academic degree than those in the urban and suburban areas. 4. The supportive
education programs for five-years-old children improved educators’ teaching quality as well as
their service quality for early childhood education. 5. Implementation of the supportive education
programs for five-years-old children resulted in different perceptions among teachers who
worked at public or private early childhood settings which were located in different regions of
the country in regarding the improvement of preschool enrollment and quality.

According to the results, recommendations for the supportive education programs for five-

years-old children were suggested.

Key words: Supportive Education Programs for five-years-old Children, Equity in Education,

Education Policy.
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